HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC

their hands to plunder the properties of the Afghans and did not
refrain from it in spite of Hidayat Muhiyyii'd-Din Khan's
orders to the contrary. The Afghans, on account of their
misunderstanding, thought that such perfidy was at the instiga-
tion of the commander of the army, and thus the wine of enmity
became double distilled by the effervescence of mischief. On
account of the intoxication they were deliberating to throw them-
selves into the well of punishment which they had dug time after
ime in their lives for the retribution of their own wicked deeds.
in the course of the march one day the Afghans looted on the
way a fully loaded cart drawn by two camels that belonged to
Muzaffar Khan the 'iluqaddr of the French forces. When the
owner of the property made enquiries, they pretended ignorance
and denied knowledge of it. Since then, the time had come to
draw the swords of punishment from their sheaths. However
much Abdu'n-Natri Khan tried to extinguish the fire by the
water of compensation, yet Muzaffar Khan did not agree and
drew out the sword for battle. The Afghan troops also loudly
clamoured for war* The forces of Hidayat Muhiyytfd-Dln
Khan and the French were drawn up in array. Muzafi'ar Khan,

Mugaffar Jang, heedless of the advice of   M. Bussy, pursued the fugitives,
and again left behind him the French battalion which however endeavoured
to keep in sight of him. The Nawwab of Savanur died on the field; while the
Nawwab of Cuddapah was severely wounded and fled precipitately.     In ihis
pursuit of the latter, Mugaffar Jang came up with the Nawwab of Kurnool and
proceeded to attack him personally, when, having uplifted his sword to strike,
he was pierced in the head by the javelin of his opponent.   Both the Wazir
and his troops were overpowered and cut to pieces.   The  death of Muzaffar
Jang left the French in great consternation, because they had now no preten-
sions to interfere in the affairs.   But M. Bussy did not lose his presence of
mind, assembled the generals and ministers, and persuaded them to raise to
the throne,   $alabat Jang, the third brother of Nasjr Jang who had been kept
in close   confinement.   The French arms had again been decisive. (Despatch
from Thomas Saunders, etc., to the Company.   Fort St. David,  February
24,1751.)
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